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Lee Kuan Yew
Minister Mentor
Republic of Singapore
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MESSAGE OF MINISTER MENTOR LEE KUAN YEW
FOR JCCI SPECIAL PUBLICATION
COMMEMORATING JAPAN-SINGAPORE 40™
ANNIVERSARY OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS

This year marks the 40" anniversary of diplomatic relations between
Japan and Singapore. Bilateral relations between Japan and
Singapore have strengthened across the board in the last four
decades. There has been regular exchanges between leaders and
officials with increasing confidence in each others commitments.
Early June this year, Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko made a
State Visit to Singapore, the first by a Japanese Emperor.

Our two countries share some strategic objectives: to have stability in
the region and increasing economic integration between Japan and
ASEAN. Investments by Japanese firms have contributed to
Singapore s economic progress. People-to-people ties have also
deepened. Japan is one of our largest sources of tourism revenues.

Singapore hosts some 2,200 Japanese companies covering a wide
range of activities, from electronics and precision engineering to
chemicals and transport engineering. Japanese companies have set
up operations across the whole value chain from R&D to
manufacturing to supply chain management. Sumitomo Chemical,
Mitsui Chemical, Matsushita, Sony, Hitachi, Yamazaki Mazak,
Makino and Showa Denko are some of the 300 Japanese companies
that are engaged in manufacturing activities here.

Now we have Japanese companies in business services arena, such
as computer games, animation and advertising. These areas attract
a youthful audience and add another level to our deepening ties.

In the last ten years, Japanese companies manufacturing investment
commitments in Singapore averaged S$1.55 billion annually. Japan
has consistently been among the top three investors in Singapore. It
was our fifth largest trading partner last year.

The Japan-Singapore Economic Agreement for a New Age
Partnership (JSEPA) was Japan s first free trade agreement with any
country. Trade in tariff-free goods between Singapore and Japan has
expanded. JSEPA have led to the creation of new opportunities for
business. It has also increased cooperation in key sectors such as
R&D, life sciences, tourism, infocomms technology and financial
services.

A new regional economic architecture is evolving with the rise of both
China and India. Japan must take a more strategic view of its
engagement with ASEAN. ASEAN, with its population of more than
500 million, is an attractive market and manufacturing base that will
grow with the increasing trade and investments from China and India.
With a strong network of Free Trade Agreements with Japan, India,
ASEAN, Australia/New Zealand and probably China, Singapore can
be a gateway to regional countries, especially Vietnam, Indonesia
and India. They offer business opportunities for Japanese
companies. There is also scope for Japanese and Singapore
companies to cooperate in business in the Gulf States.

| am happy that the Japanese Chamber of Commerce and Industry,
Singapore (JCCI) is commemorating the 40" anniversary of
diplomatic relations with this publication. The strong relations
between our two countries have been promoted by the efforts of
JCCL.



Goerge Yeo
Minister for Foreign Affairs

Republic of Singapore
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MESSAGE FROM MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS

GEORGE YEO. FOR JCCI S SPECIAL PUBLICATION

CELEBRATING SINGAPORE-JAPAN S 40 YEARS OF
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS

| join the Japanese Chamber OF Commerce & Industry (JCCI) in
celebrating The 40th anniversary OF The establishment OF
diplomatic relations between Singapore and Japan.

Singapore and Japan enjoy excellent multi-faceted relations. We
share common challenges and cooperate closely across a wide front.
The Japan-Singapore economic Agreement for a New Age
Partnership (JSEPA), which entered info force in 2002, has raised
our relationship to a new level. The visit OF The emperor and
empress in June symbolised the warm friendship which binds our
peoples together.

Since its establishment in July 1969, JCCI Singapore has made a
significant contribution to bilateral economic relations. It has actively
promoted business networking through seminars, dialogues and
other activities.

Through its participation in government statutory boards and
economic organisations such as the Singapore Business Federation,
JCCI has provided useful feedback on how we can enhance The
overall business environment in Singapore.

| thank JCCI Singapore for its GOOD work and wish its members
continued success in all their endeavours.




Lim Hng Kiang
Minister for Trade and Industry

Republic of Singapore

MESSAGE FOR THE JAPANESE CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE & INDUSTRY, SINGAPORE S
COMMEMORATIVE BOOKLET TO CELEBRATE THE
40TH ANNIVERSARY OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS,
BY MR LIM HNG KIANG, MINISTER FOR TRADE AND
INDUSTRY, SINGAPORE

My heartiest congratulations on the 40th anniversary of diplomatic
relations between Japan and Singapore

Since the formation of the Japanese Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (JCCI), Singapore in 1969, the JCCI has served as a vital
link between the business communities of both countries to promote
trade and investments between Japan and Singapore. The JCCI has
actively contributed to the advancement of both of our business
communities through regular dialogues and feedback, trade missions
and business seminars.

A major milestone was reached in January 2002 between both our
countries when we signed the Agreement between Japan and
Singapore for a New-Age Economic Partnership (JSEPA). The
JSEPA is a broad-based, comprehensive agreement encompassing
traditional elements such as liberalisation in goods, services and
investments, as well as collaboration in areas such as intellectual
property rights, tourism, and science & technology. As a result, we
have seen an increase of 25.7% in trade volume between Japan and
Singapore from S$42.1 billion in 2002 to S$52.9 billion in 2005. |
encourage Japanese businesses to continue to leverage on this
vehicle, and ensure its continued relevance through constant reviews
as we seize business opportunities in Japan, Singapore and beyond.

The tremendous potential of China, India and Middle East presents
immense opportunities for our companies. Singapore has been
actively engaging these economies at both the Government-to-
Government and Business-to-Business level to enhance our
understanding, familiarity and awareness of the opportunities there. |
believe businesses from both our countries can work even more
closely together to tap on these opportunities.

Singapore s network of Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) has provided
an added advantage to our companies when branching out to these
regions. | am glad to note that Japanese businesses have also been
increasingly active and shown keen interest in tapping on
Singapore s FTAs. JCCI Singapore, with your established position
as the voice of Japanese businesses here, can lead in exploring the
abundance of opportunities with Singapore businesses. Let us work
together continue in the spirit of close collaboration and
understanding to scale new heights in the new economy.

| wish JCCI every success and many more great years ahead.



Euleen Goh
Chairman
International Enterprise Singapore
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF
INTERNATIONAL ENTERPRISE SINGAPORE

Japan and Singapore have enjoyed strong economic and trading ties
ever since diplomatic relations were first established between our
countries in 1966. This strong partnership continues as we celebrate
40 years of the establishment of diplomatic relations between Japan
and Singapore this year in 2006.

Japan was Singapore s fifth largest trading partner last year with total
trade amounting to S$52.9 billion. This was an increase over 2004 s
figure of $$51.8 billion. Singapore s investments in Japan have also
ranked consistently amongst the highest among Asian investors in
recent years.

The interest of Singapore-based companies in doing business in
Japan has grown significantly over the past few years. We are now
seeing an increasing trend of Singapore services companies such as
those in food services, spa services as well as hospitality services
making their successful entries into the Japanese market. The
interest of our Singapore-based companies in expanding their
business in Japan has also extended from, primarily Tokyo, into
other areas such as Osaka, Fukuoka and Kagoshima. IE Singapore
will continue to actively assist our companies to identify promising
opportunities for partnership and leaning in Japan jointly with our
Japanese partners and multipliers.

Moving ahead, Japan and Singapore are taking a further step to
collaborate on business opportunities in third-country markets such
as India, China and the Middle East. This new initiative paves the
way for closer friendship and understanding as we learn to leverage
on each other s strength and jointly overcome challenges in these
markets.

IE Singapore commends JCCI on its active role in Singapore in
promoting and expanding trade between our countries. My Heartiest
congratulations to Mr Shunsuke Ohtsu, President of JCCI and his
dedicated members on the launch of this commemorative booklet.




Ko Kheng Hwa
Managing Director

Singapore Economic Development Board

MESSAGE FROM MR KO KHENG HWA, MANAGING
DIRECTOR, SINGAPORE ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT BOARD, FOR JCCI S SPECIAL
PUBLICATION CELEBRATING SINGAPORE-
JAPAN S 40 YEARS OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS

Singapore and Japan enjoy close ties over the past 40 years.
Throughout these four decades, we have seen our two countries
grow stronger and closer in many ways, especially in trade and
business relations.

Incidentally this year, the Singapore Economic Development Board
(EDB) also celebrates its own milestone it turns 45. As we look
back at our journey of industrial development and how we have
grown and weathered the global economic storms, we are thankful
for steadfast friends like Japan for its unwavering support.

Ever since the early 70s when EDB first established its presence in
Japan, we have fostered numerous successful partnerships with
Japanese companies; many of which continue to invest in Singapore
today to leverage on our skilled human resources, pro-business
environment and efficient infrastructure.

Over the years, Japanese companies have also helped to establish
good fraining programmes to build our industrial skill sets. One
example is the Japan-Singapore Training Institute which was set up
to impart knowledge in precision engineering capabilities, and later
became an integral part of the newly set up Nanyang Polytechnic of
Singapore.

Increasingly, Japanese companies are using Singapores human
capital to engage in more complex and sophisticated manufacturing
and related activities such as research, product development and
design and supply chain management. Besides manufacturing,
Japanese companies have also established significant presence in
the services sectors such as digital media and education. It was a
watershed moment when one of the leading Japanese universities,
Waseda chose Singapore as its first overseas partner to offer a
range of academic options from high school education, research
collaboration to a full-fledged MBA programme.

In the background of these successful engagements is a
longstanding and key partner that constantly provides EDB with
practical feedback on the business requirements of Japanese
companies and the operating conditions. | take this opportunity to
express my gratitude to the Japanese Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, Singapore for its major contribution in broadening and
deepening our bilateral relations. Working hand in hand, we have
opened and maintained a two-way channel of information and
dialogue - informal and formal, to help us formulate and fine-tune the
right policies and relevant strategies for investors.

Singapore-Japan relations will continue to grow in strength. Our
relationship is built on mutual trust, respect and understanding. We
look forward to the continued deepening of Singapore s ties with
Japan in years to come.



Stephen Lee
Chairman

Singapore Business Federation

SINGAPORE BUSINESS FEDERATION
CONGRATULATES THE JAPANESE CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE & INDUSTRY, SINGAPORE ON ITS
COMMEMORATIVE BOOKLET TO MARK 40 YEARS
OF DIPLOMATIC TIES BETWEEN JAPAN AND
SINGAPORE

It is indeed my great honor and pleasure to pen this message to
commend the Japan Chamber of Commerce & Industry, Singapore
(JCCI) on your booklet to commemorate 40 years of diplomatic ties
between Singapore and Japan.

Warm and sincere ties between our two countries over the past four
decades have resulted not only in strong diplomatic relations, but
also robust trade, foreign investment, economic cooperation and
positive social relations.

Singapore s total trade with Japan ranks third highest in Asia, after
Malaysia and China. It has grown steadily over the past five years,
reaching SGD$52 billion in 2005. The strong business linkage built
up over the years will continue to grow and flourish.

It is against this backdrop of close economic and social ties, that the
SBF, and the JCCI, are able to further our common and shared
objectives of bringing business persons and companies closer
together to facilitate greater trade exchanges and the continued
promotion of business opportunities between our two economies.

On this auspicious occasion, | would like to wish the JCCI and its
members continued progress and prosperity. | am confident that our
excellent relationship will endure, and will bring bountiful benefits to
both our business communities.



Loh Khum Yean
Chief Executive

Spring Singapore

MESSAGE FROM MR LOH KHUM YEAN, CHIEF
EXECUTIVE, SPRING SINGAPORE FOR THE
LAUNCH OF THE JCCI, SINGAPORE,
COMMEMORATIVE BOOKLET TO CELEBRATE THE
40™ ANNIVERSARY OF ESTABLISHMENT OF
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS BETWEEN SINGAPORE
AND JAPAN

Singapore and Japan have enjoyed close ties since the beginning of
diplomatic relations 40 years ago. In 1981, the Government of Japan
extended a US$20 million grant to transfer Japanese productivity
concepts and know-how to Singapore. Some 200 Singaporeans
were trained in Japan, and a further 4000 trained in Singapore. This
assistance allowed Singapore to successfully launch its Productivity
Movement in 1981 and make considerable progress since then to
improve our productivity, efficiency and labour relations.

At SPRING, we work to enhance the competitiveness of enterprises
for a vibrant Singapore economy. Our focus is to enable enterprise
formation and growth th rough our network of valued relationships
and resources to nu rture a host of dynamic and innovative
Singapore enterprises.

We work with our partners to nurture a pro-business environment
that encourages enterprise formation and growth, and facilitate the
growth of industries. We also help to enhance the productivity and
innovation and capabilities of enterprises, and increase access to
markets and business opportunities.

SPRING values JCCI s role in facilitating and furthering
collaborations between the business communities of Japan and
Singapore. We look forward to the continued growth of our
partnership for the benefit of the private sector, especially the SME
community, from both our countries.

On behalf of SPRING Singapore, | would like to congratulate the
Japanese Chamber of Commerce & Industry, Singapore, on the
launch of the commemorative booklet to celebrate the 40"
anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between
Singapore and Japan.
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