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SINGAPORE SCIENCE CENTRE 

Introduction 

Singapore Science Centre 
Dr.R.S. Bhathal 
Director 

The Singapore Science Centre has been set up to popularise science to the 

general public and the student population. The idea of setting up the 

Science Centre was to generate an interest among young students to take 

up careers in science and technology which is so important for the 

industrialization programme of Singapore. Like Japan, Singapore has no 

natural resources and it has to depend on importing materials from abroad 

and on the ingenuity of its people to transform the raw materials into 

finished products for export . Singapore has been doing this over the last 

20 years. As Singapore continues to industrialize, it requires to acquire 

new technology and new skills so that it can upgrade the standard of living 

of its people. 

Db jectives 

The main objectives of the Singapore Science Centre are as follows:-

Complementar y Role 

It will complement and enhance the science and technical education 

programmes provided in schools and technical institutions. 

2 Popularization of Science 

It will serve to popularise science t o the layman so that he may 

acquire a greater understanding and appreciation of the principles 

of science and its applications in everyday life and industry. 

3 Recruitment of Future Scientists 

It will help to broaden the base for recruiting future scientists 

and engineers by attracting talented young people to pursue 

scientific careers. It will also help to induce parents to guide 

the careers of their children into technical fields. 

4 Awareness of Recent Advances in Science 

It will make the general public aware of current issues and recent 
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advances in the various fields of science, e.g. population control, 

future energy sources, and space exploration. 

5 Resource Centre 

It will serve as a centre for creative non-formal educational 

activities for teachers and students, and a place where lecture 

demonstrations could be given with equipment that is normally not 

available in schools and other educational institutions. 

6 Tourist Attraction 

It will attract a proportion of foreign visitors who tend to visit 

such institutions when they are away from home. 

Location 

The Science Centre is located within Singapore's largest educational­

industrial complex in Jurong. It is situated across the lake from the 

Chinese and Japanese Gardens on about 6 hectares of land close to the 

Jurong Town Hall. It lies within easy reach of the new Kent Ridge Campus 

of the University of Singapore, the new Polytechnic Campus, Nanyang 

University, Ngee Ann Technical College and the vast industrial complex in 

Jurong. This unique educational-industrial setting for the Centre will 

help to create a conducive environment for the interaction of minds from 

the scientific, industrial and educational fields. The Centre is also 

close to primary and secondary schools serving the residents of Jurong 

and the neighbouring residential areas. 

Exhibits Display 

The Science Centre is a treasure house of scientific knowledge. Its 

purpose is to present both graphically and in three dimension, complex 

scientific ideas and concepts in a systematic and simple way. However, 

by its very nature, it cannot offer a complete education in the concepts 

and ideas it presents. It can stimulate intellectual curiosity in the 

concepts presented and thus not only lead to a further understanding of 

science, but also help as a stepping stone towards careers in science, 

engineering and technology. 
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The Science Centre will achieve its objectives by displaying exhibits 

in the various fields of science, bot h in the ph ys ical sciences and 

the life sciences. The following exhibit themes will be displayed in the 

three Galleries (Physical Sciences Gallery, Life Sciences Gallery, and 

the Special Exhibits Gallery) 

Physical Sciences Gallery 

Ene rgy 

The Universe and the Solar Sys tem 

Communication and Information Systems 

Time 

Nuclear Energ y 

Automotive Enginee ring 

Biological Sciences Gallery 

Cell 

Genetics 

Evolution 

Ecology 

Special Exhibits Gallery 

Wave 

Light 

Fluids 

Aeronautics and Engines 

Young Scientists Exhibits 

The exhibits will be participatory" Visitors can handle, push buttons, 

listen to taped descripti ons, etc as they view the exhibits. It is believed 

that people learn better by doing things themselves. Thus the Science Centre 

through its hands-on polic y on exhibits hopes to create a stimulating 

learning environment for the visitor. 

The total exhibition space i s about 60 1 000 sq. ft. (5,500 sq. m.) 

Other Education Programme s 

The Centre will also conduct science education seminars, lecture 

demonstrations, film programmes for teachers, students and the lay public. 

9 



It is hoped that through these programs, the general public and the 

student population will come t o appreciate science and how scie nce 

affects their dail y life. Talks and l ectures on the interaction of 

science and society will al s o be give n so that people will come to 

realise th at a lthough we are living in a technological age, we need not 

necessarily l oose our traditional an d cultural customs which are so 

essential for building up a cohesive soc iety . This is very similar to 

the Japanese example whe r e although Japan has become a major industrial 

society, it has been abl e to retain a large portion of its traditional 

believes and culture which have not hampered the growth of an industrial 

estate. We believe that t his is also possible in Singapore as science 

and technolog y can be abso rbed in the cultural traditions of the country. 

Industrial Product s Display Centre 

The Science Centre has set aside a space of about 2,000 sq. ft. (185 sq. m.) 

for display of industrial products. The display centre will be managed by 

th e Science Centre an d is desig ne d to promote the accelerating industrial 

dev elopment of Singapore by prodiving a sh owcase of industrial products. 

It will attract business leaders, engineers and end users to vi ew the 

products on display and will provide publicity for the industrial products 

manufac t ured by Singapore industries . About 500 to 1,000 visitors are 

expected to visit the Sci e nc e Centre a day and these same visitors will 

also visit t he industrial products display area. Several companies have 

shown a keen i nteres t to display their products in the above display area. 

Co s t 
The Scienc e Centre project when compl eted will cost about S$20 million. 

Th e Government has allocated S$15 million for the Science Centre proj ec t 

an d a fraction of this mo ne y has be en set as ide f or the construction of 

e xhibits. However, thi s mone y is not sufficient to meet t he cos t of the 

acquisition of e xhibits since mod e rn exhibits technique which l ean heavil y 

on sophisticated audio-visual an d animated devices are extremely expensive. 

The Scienc e Centre has se t up a Sci ence Centre Fund Appeals Steering Committee 

with representatives fr om the vari ous Chambers of Commerce and the different 

indus tries i n Singapore . Th e Science Centre Fund Appeals Committee has 

been set up to rais e $5 million from private sources . It is hoped that the 

various industries will contribute donations to the Science Centre. Their 

donations will certainly provide the Young Scientist wi th exhibits which 

will not onl y provide him with knowledge , but also inspiration. It will 
provide industry with knowledgeable workers and executives wh o would 

gain an appreciation of new developments in s cienc e and technol ogy by 

participating in the up - to-date programmes of the Centre . 
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206,000- 202,030- 2 7 4,560-

2.A. 4} ~ 7,500- 4,900- 5,400-

3. fill ll:iJ ~ 26, 700- 27, 1 58.40 0 

4. tl:lll& 1W 7LI: 1 6,000- 1 4 ,2 23 · 4 0 18,000-

10,216·95 1 0,2 1 6.95 30,693.95 

6. :it (/_) ftll 2,548·80 4,678 · 80 0 

268 , 965 .7 5 263 , 207.55 328,653 .95 

II Jttl:l(f_)$ 

( A. :<fi;:~~*Ifl ) 

1. Penonol Expenses 94,000- 90,893.2 1 99,000-

2. Office Expenses 18,0 00- 37,432.50 105,000-

3. Mooting Fn 7,000- 5, 1 32- 8,500-

4. Printing & Poriadicols 50 , 000- 43 , 394.10 53,000-

5. Pastogos & Camm. 5,000- 6,2 29.59 6' 7 0 0-

6. Cansumollles 5,000- 4,571·65 5,000-

7. Tronsparts 1 ,300- 1 , 1 87.50 1,200-

8. Office Equipment 800- 6oo.oo 700-

9. Advortisoment 2,000- 1 ,908 ·00 2,000-

10. Tronslotian & Publicetian 10, 000- 1 0,563.77 10 '0 0 0-

11 .. Sundry Expenses 4,000- 4 , 07 1-1 3 8,000-

. 12. Reception Expenses 2,000- 1, 377.55 5,000-

13. Public Rolotian 1, 000- 655.25 1 ,000-

14. Tox 42,000- 1 9,232- 27,000-

15. Rtsem~ 2,000- 0 2,000-

---r--------
(+ ~) 244,100- 227,248 .2 5 334,100-
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~ § 7 6 *-g-1'. 7 6 *-g ~~ 7 7 * g -=f. 
(B. :g~~ jf ) 

1.6. ~ ~ 1,500- 693 . 95 2,040 

L7 m-I~ 2,400- 64 1.25 2' 6 7 0 

LB. m=I~ 1' 6 0 0- 44 7- 50 1 , 9 3 0 

19. :ii~ Jm.-ffi 1,290- 1 93 -80 1 ; 4 10 

2.0. VIE 3m "!7" - e.· A 710- 66-40 9 9 0 

2.1. ~IM!f*~ 2,500- 1,173-45 1 '7 2 0 

22. ::l A 1,200- 55-00 6 70 

23. ~ t.t 1,500- 396 - 90 9 90 

2.4. 1r: *- :o rfll 1,000- 620.65 1 '0 9 0 

25. ~ =n. 
<;X 1,500- 9 7 6 - 45 1 , 7 2 0 

~----- -- -- - - ------ -- - ------- ----- -- --- - -
( /J' ~t ) 15,200- 5,265.35 15,230-

it~t ( A+B) 259,300- 232,513 - 6 0 34 9 ,330-• 
Oz_-WJ ~ ~ (I-II ) 9 ,665.75 30,693-95 L:::,. 20,67 6 -05 
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** 

** 

** 

Changed Address : 

o Nozaki & Co, Ltd. 
1-D, CHO Building, 
Phillip Street, 
S'pore, 1. 

o Tajima Metalwork (Singapore) Pte. Ltd. 
Suite 1506, 15th Floor, Clifford Center, 
Collyer Quay/Raffles Place, 
Singapore, 1. 

o Jiji Press Limited. 
13-F, Asia Insurance Building, 
Finlayson Green, 
S'pore, 1. 

o Koyo Singapore (Pte) Ltd. 
Lot. A3238, Pioneer Road/Gul Way, 
Jurong Industrial Estate, 
S'pore, 22. 

Changed Telephone: 

o Koyo Singapore (Pte) Ltd. 
Tel:2616855 

Name of Representative: 

o Singapore Daikyo Pte, Ltd. 
Mr. S. Nagai 

o Nippon Express (Singapore) Pte. Ltd. 
/IN. H. Yuki. 

o Taisho Marine and Fire Insurance Co, Ltd. 
/IN. Y. Fukushima. 
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( l977 &-F 2fl) 

.J1i 13 1976 &Fm 41/Q¥-WJ 1 97 6 &Fm 3 1/Q ¥- M 1 976 &Fm 41/Q¥-WJ 1 976&-p 197 5&-p 
-· 

l . I5t~ii:ftitl1 (1974 = 100) 11 3. 9 ( 5 . 2) lll. 9 ( 6 .5 ) 108 . 3 ( 3 2. 2) 10 7 .3 ( ~ . 5 98 . 0 ~ 2 - ~) 

.J1i 13 197(f1 ~ 1976f12~ 1976f1~ 1976 -7- 1975 } 

ij'qt±J 1. 586 .5 ( 27 . 7) 1, 545.0 ( 28.9) 1,242.5 ( 24.2) I 16,265 . 9 ( 27 . 5) 12 , 757 .~ (4 9 . 9 : 
2. X'1 :71- fi !HtCs 7J s ~/<- ) 

~" }.._ 2,101.5 ( 14.8) 2,015.1 ( 21. 7) 1, 831.0 ( s.o) 1 22,404 . 5 ( : 6 .J) 19 , 270 . 4 (4 5 . 6 : 

-+Mt±l 123 .9 <• 5. 2) 170 . 6 ( 37 . 9) 130.7 ( 4.7) 1,66 8 . 8 ( 50 . 0) 1. 112 . 9 ~'- ~ . 9) 3. X'1 B fi £1it(sJJ s ~/<-) 
~}.._ 419 . 5 ( 38 . 6) 320.7 ( 15. 2) 302 . 6 (.a22. 0 ) 3, 59 0 . 3 ( lO . 3) 3,254.3 . 10 . 9) 

~!fo/./.fl\4 T L- :l:fi: ( 1 , 00 0 71/1 ~ t) ' 12 ~ '?{Sf ( 23.4) 
' 11 8 

3,083.2 ( 26 . 1) 
'1 2 ij , ' 7s1t 

( 39.8) 37,699.6 ( 14 . 1 ) 33 , 03 2. 0 ... 2 . 4- ) 4 . '3, 5 .9 2, a • o 
:l!f !fo/.)fl( J}. le, 4 :ll!: ( l. 00071/1 ~ t) 1,68 7 .2 ( 4 0 . 2 ) 1,685.1 ( 7 . 7) 1, 690.8 ( 11. o) 1 20,273.4 ( 6.3) 19 , 06 7. 2 ~16 . \ \ 

5. -// ti ;j{- Jv wro~;Wiffo5 lit (A) l .el ~'t .. ~~b3+ ( 13 . 0) 
11 ~16 , 760 ( 0.3) 

12 ~, 751 
( 9 . 1) I 1,320 , 625 ( 12 . 9) 1 , 169 , :u o ( 7 . 5) 116,44 

rx!B:<fi: A ( A )) 11,799 ( 26 . 9) 14,101 ( 51. 6) 9 . 299 ( 0.4) 141,5 50 ( 18 . 1 ) 1 1 ~ . 368 ( .1 . 9) 

2~ , ' 77+ '1 ~ ' ' 77--'f- ' 2ij , ' 76-1-
6 . :l!f ~{jt~r:- c sJJ s ~· Jv ) 4,05 7. 2 ( 12. 7) 3, 995 . 7 ( 10 . 4) 3 , 599. 2 ( 20.2) 4,000.0 ( 15. 2 ) 3 ,4 72 . 2 ( 20 . l) 

7 . :$i.~:l\l! {il!jil1ij ( J37JS ~· Jv ) 
•q_ 7bt la 1c~ , ' l:>if' 

8,245.7 ( 10. 1) 8, 233.7 ( 10 . 7) 7 ,486 .0 ( 15 . 1) 8,245.7 ( 10 . 1) 7 ' '•86 . 0 (15. 1\ 

8 . 11Ht:W!fo/.I{O!jf.lrJ1 0., (1972 - = 100) 14 7. 3 ( 4 0 . 2) 145.4 (4 l. S ) 147 . 6 ( 4 1.4 ) 144. 9 ( .4 1 . 9 ) 147 . 7 ( 2 . 6) 

1l~9<:~~iJ:?:l:rl1 '12 \ tJ, ~~~-l- ' 1 1 ~30 ,709 (4 20 . 7 ) ' 12~ · ~t 9. (4 20 . 9 ) ~8 , ( 4 o . 9 ) 30 , 750 (4 20 .9) 38 , 89 6 (4 0 . 9) 
iJT!ill.9<:~ ~iJ:?:l:~ 2 048 (4 12. 6 ) 1 645 ( .4 4. 7) 2 343 _(_4 33 . 2) 22 413 (4 2 l.O ) 2B }~0 I I~. '' 
iJT!<Jl.IDl:.TI:I~~JiiiJfl:?:l:tl1 12 4 ~. 9~9_-t (.4 1 7. 8 ) 

11 ~ 
6,104 ( 40.9) Jq , 3 . ~~t ( 15. 5) 59. 38 '· ( 14 . J ) 51 , 968 < 2c· . ;) 10 . 

I~PI'HlHC: J.:6Jii1Jiil:?:l:rl1 1,565 ( 42 . 0) 1, 542 ( 4 2. 3) 1, 10 2 (4 80. 1 ) ' 21 , 57 8 (4 )_[.0) 24 , 233 .. ] !; • } ' 

ll . ~itJJ~f;ijl\:fi 
'12~ . 76f 11 ~ l.q, 'l:> f_ 

I 49 ( 14.0) 56 ("' 1 ) . 2) 57 ( 39.0) 694 (.4 2. l) i OtJ ( 8 . 7 ) 
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l 2. 91-ftiJ i! 15: JU'l( 
' 12M , ' 76f '11 ~ ' 12~ , '75-'f-

i 22 1,936 ( 6.4) 220,381 ( 5 . 7) 208,561 ( 2. 5) /.2l' 9 3(, ( !• , It ~ .2GS , S6 t ( 2. 5 ~ 

JU~ t±l ffl : * 13 1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. ti "Monthly D1gest of StotJstJcs" 

.J1i 13 9. 10. 11. 12. ti "Monthly Report, Ministry of lobour" 
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MONTHLY REVIEW 

JAPANESE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY SINGAPORE 
UNIT 2304-2305 23RD FLOOR, C.P.F. BUILDING NO. 79 ROBINSON ROAD, SINGAPORE 1. TEL: 2210541,2210665 


